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Forthcoming Events: 

 Winter Jumble Sale 

(rescheduled) at Club, 

Sat 29th Jan 

 Burns-Shevchenko, 19th 

February 

 Ukrainian Easter, 24th 

April, (Service at 11am, 

Club from 2pm) 
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A Presentation by Michael 

James Melnyk, author of 

the book "To Battle: The 

Formation and History of 

the 14th Galician Waffen-

SS Division" took  place at 

the Club on 21st August at 

17:00.   

Among the numerous his-

torical accounts of the 

Ukrainians who served in 

the German Waffen-SS 

from 1943 to 1945, Mi-

chael James Melnyk's book 

contains the most accurate 

research to date.  Set 

firmly within the 

political context of 

the time, the au-

thor demonstrates 

from the outset 

how both German 

and Ukrainian ar-

chitects of the 

Division sought to 

exploit its forma-

tion for their own 

agenda.  The pres-

entation explained 

Michael’s position regard-

ing the Halychyna Division 

and he gave some back-

ground information about 

himself, the 15 years of 

research which culminated 

in this book, and finally his 

thoughts and feelings 

about the legacy of the 

division.  As a military 

historian he provided a 

balanced account of the 

reasons behind the crea-

tion of the division and the 

motivations of those who 

joined and fought in the 

complex theatre of war on 

the Russian front.   

The presentation was very 

well attended and well 

received.  It provided a 

clear insight and better 

understanding of the Divi-

sion and highlighted the 

inaccuracy of the allega-

tions often directed, by the 

uninformed, at the men 

who served in the Division.  

Michael Melnyk Presentation 

The annual barbecue was 

held on 31 July and once 

again was a great success.  

Fortunately the weather 

stayed dry allowing those 

attending to enjoy a vari-

ety of freshly barbecued 

food served in the pleasant 

gardens at the back of the 

Club.  A stall selling Ukrain-

ian artifacts, a bottle stall 

and a raffle all helped to 

boost the profits. 

With Michael Ostapko 

cooking the BBQ, assisted 

by the ladies of the club 

running the stalls and bar, 

the day went well and this 

event will hopefully con-

tinue for many more years 

Summer Barbeque 

Edited by M. Kerr 

Stalls at the Barbeque 

Information Boards during the 
presentation 

Presentation to Michael 
Melnyk 



For Ukrainian independence day, once 

again the club played host to  a full days 

events. 

The day began with a church service at 

the Dalmeny Street church which was 

well attended. After this, everyone 

moved up to the Ukrainian club for the 

days events. 

As a change, the club played host to a 

film screening about Roman Shukhevich, 

the leader of the Ukrainian Underground 

Army, in honour of the independence 

day celebrations. 

After closing with a well-versed national 

anthem,  everyone moved downstairs 

where there was a buffet well prepared 

by the ladies of the club.  

Overall the day was well attended 

by the community and the commit-

tee would like to thank all those 

who donated refreshments for the 

event. 

Ukrainian Independence Day 

due to the weather this has been 

delayed until the new year. This will 

be confirmed by e-mail and notices 

in the club shortly and we hope that 

this event is as well attended and 

can lead to further screenings of 

Ukrainian Films for the wider com-

munity. 

Following on from the success of the 

previous film screening during independ-

ence day, there was a further screening 

set up by Petro Kormylo in the club. 

 

On the 24th of October,  a film showing 

the events leading up to the assassina-

tion of Stepan Bandera, the leader of the 

organization of Ukrainian Nationalists, 

was held in the main hall. 

After the film screening there were light 

refreshments served in the bar and led 

to a very pleasant social gathering. 

 

There was intended to be a 3rd film 

screening held in December, however 

Bandera Film Screening 

were all counted up, it was an-

nounced that the sale had raised 

over £700 in funds for the club.  

Due to the success of this it is in-

tended to hold a repeat sale in the 

near future, after the December sale 

was postponed due to the weather. 

Please check your e-mails for an 

announcement on the date of the 

next sale which we hope will be as 

well supported at this one. 

In order to raise some much-needed 

revenue for the club it was suggested to 

hold a jumble sale as a fundraising event 

and this went ahead on the 18th of Sep-

tember.  

In addition to general jumble, there was 

stalls of bric-a-brac, books, cake and 

candy, jewellery, and a bottle stall. Also, 

after the success of the Barbeque stall, 

there was a stall selling Ukrainian arti-

facts. 

The event managed to get a lot of notice 

when one of the members was able to 

get a notice included in the Edinburgh 

Evening News  giving details of the sale. 

 

Although this was expected to gain some 

additional interest, everyone was sur-

prised when the doors opened at 11am 

to be faced with a queue of at least 20 

people waiting, and for the next 2 hours, 

a steady stream of buyers passed 

through, with a lot of the goods all being 

snapped up by the eager shoppers. 

 

After the sale finished and the takings 

Jumble Sale & Club Fundraising 
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The stalls all set up 

The crowds at the sale 



In order to increase attendance and pub-

licity for their next tour, the chairman of 

AUGB Edinburgh has liaised with the 

organization committee so that future 

performances can be advertised well 

within the community and increase 

awareness. 

 

 

The Boyan Ensemble is a touring choir 

singing traditional Ukrainian songs. Dur-

ing their most recent tour of Britain, their 

19th, they visited Edinburgh and held a 

concert at the Canongate Kirk on the 

Royal Mile in November. 

 

Although the event was not widely ad-

vertised overall, there was a small pres-

ence from the Ukrainian community, 

including the Chairman of AUGB Edin-

burgh. 

 

The overall performance was spectacular 

with great vocals and chants. There was 

a strong mixture of both religious and 

traditional music, and from all attendees 

the general consensus was that it was 

both spine-tingling and exceptional. 

 

The Boyan Ensemble of Kyiv 
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Club Renovations update 
ing of the kitchen and toilet areas in the 

basements, as well as the upgrading of 

the toilets on the ground hall and the 

redecoration of the hall. The outcome of 

the application will be known on the 

27th of January and further information 

will be known then. 

A further update to the club is the instal-

lation of Ukrainian Television, something 

that has been sought after for some 

time. This has been installed in the Bar 

area, giving members an overview of 

Ukrainian matters. Currently there are 

around 20 Ukrainian channels available,  

The committee will also look into the 

showing of Sporting Events for members 

(Dynamo games, etc) if there is signifi-

cant interest. More information will be 

sent out when fixtures are announced. 

Since the last newsletter there has been 

a wide variety of renovation work and 

improvements undertaken throughout 

the club and currently ongoing. 

 

The roof repair mentioned in the last 

newsletter was completed at the begin-

ning of August and the Club is now gen-

erally wind and watertight although 

there are still a number of minor repairs 

requiring attention. 

 

Quotes have been received and con-

firmed for work on the rooms on the top 

floor. This is to undertake repairs to the 

ceilings and also for redecorations for 

the 2 large rooms, to the front and rear 

of this floor. This work is currently under-

way  and has required the 2 residents to 

move rooms temporarily as all rooms are 

renovated. 

The residents bathroom for this has also 

been completed and has been fully mod-

ernized to suit the needs of the 2 resi-

dents and will complement the re-

decoration of the residential rooms. 

Overall all residential redecoration work 

is intended to be completed at the begin-

ning of the year. 

 

Plans for giving the bar area a ‘face lift’ 

have been postponed at present. This is 

as the club is currently awaiting the out-

come of a grant application. If this is 

successful, this would enable the full 

redecoration of the bar and the upgrad-

The Boyan Ensemble ¢ƘŜ 9ƴǎŜƳōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ψ{ƻǊƻŎƘƪŀΩ 



As well as being used for Ukrainian func-

tions and events, the club can also be 

hired out to both members and non-

members for a wide variety of events.  

Over the past few months the club has 

been widely used, including in November 

when it was used by a local amateur 

football club for a race night, which was 

highly successful for both the football 

club and the Ukrainian clubs finances, 

with over 120 people in attendance and 

both an upstairs and downstairs bar well 

used. 

The club has also been used in the recent 

past for events such as Christenings, 

funerals, dancing practice, choir practice, 

and debating societies. 

The upstairs hall has a comfortable ca-

pacity of 80-100 guests and can offer a 

reasonably-priced bar, as well as offer a 

kitchen, dining room, and also  a pool 

table, then the club is ideal for any event 

that you are planning, whether large or 

small. 

For members there is no charge for hire, 

however a donation towards the cost of 

utilities would be appreciated. Also, in 

accordance with the current Scottish 

licensing laws, alcohol cannot be 

brought onto the premises for private 

parties. 

We fully realize that the current bar 

stock may not meet everyone’s require-

ments. However, when booking the club 

for a function if you let us know if you 

require anything specific we will be 

happy to ensure that the bar is stocked 

accordingly. 

If you would like more details about 

hiring the club facilities, please contact 

one of the committee members with 

information  

On Monday 1st November 2010 an excit-

ing new edition of Robert Burns Poetry 

was launched in Kyiv, the capital of 

Ukraine. The National Museum of Print, 

situated within the walls of the ancient 

Kievan Monastery of Caves, was the 

venue chosen to launch this unique book 

of Ukrainian translations of “Robert 

Burns. Selected Works”. 

The publication, which is in both Ukrain-

ian and English, coincides with the 250th 

anniversary of Robert Burns’ birthday 

and was sponsored by the Friends of 

Ukraine Scottish Foundation, members 

of the Burns Howff Club, Dumfries, and 

other generous individuals in Ukraine 

and Scotland.  The book will be launched 

in Scotland on 24 January 2011 at the 

Ukrainian Consulate in Windsor Street.  

Invitations will be issued by the Consul 

General. 

If you would like further information 

regarding the book or if you would like to 

order a copy, then please contact Petro 

Kormylo on P.Kormylo@ltscotland.org.uk  

Friends of UkraineτBurns in Ukrainian 
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Hiring The Hall 

A race night held in the club 

raised will go towards overall club funds 

used to improve the club over the com-

ing year. Please contact any member of 

the committee if you have any questions. 

Burns/Shevchenko 

The annual celebration for Robert Burns 

and Taras Shevchenko will be held on 

Saturday 19th February at the club in 

Royal terrace.  This event is always ex-

tremely popular and a sell out so please 

register your interest to the committee 

members if you intend to come to avoid 

disappointment. 

 

Further details of all the forthcoming  

events will be issued nearer the date but 

in the meantime if anyone would like any 

further information please contact either 

Senia Urquhart or Mike Ostapko (contact 

details at the end of this newsletter) 

 

Chess Club 

Petro Kormylo would like to start up a 

chess club within the association, build-

ing on the strong links that Ukrainians 

have with the game. If you are interested 

then please contact Mr Kormlyo for more 

details on P.Kormylo@ltscotland.org.uk 

Rescheduled Jumble Sale 

After the success of the jumble sale back 

in September it was intended to hold a 

further sale in the club at the beginning 

of December. Unfortunately the bad 

spell of weather prevented this at the 

time, however we have now rescheduled 

this to take place at the club on Saturday 

29th of January. Confirmation of the 

start time will be sent out closer to the 

event. 

The committee would like to ask mem-

bers of the club for any donations, cloth-

ing, bric-a-brac, as well as home baking 

and Bottles for a bottle stall. All funds 

Forthcoming Events 
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Bishop Lonchyna Visit 

 

In July, the new Ukrainian bishop to the 

UK, Hleb Lonchyna, visited the Ukrainian 

Church in Leith. Before the mass started 

there was a traditional welcoming cere-

mony outside the church with children of 

the community dressed in Ukrainian 

dress with a Paska to hand over. 

 

The service itself was then conducted by 

the Bishop, assisted by the parish priest, 

Father Pidluski. After the service a choir 

made up of several members of the 

Ukrainian community sang a few tradi-

tional Ukrainian songs. 

 

After the service lunch was served in the 

hall at the back of the church and the 

Bishop answered a number of questions 

raised by parishioners in connection with 

the sale of the Ukrainian house in Man-

sionhouse road and the dispersal of the 

funds raised. He also answered concerns 

about the future of the Church in Dal-

meny Street and stressed the need to 

form a church committee. 

 

After lunch the Bishop travelled to Dun-

dee where he conducted the monthly 

Ukrainian Mass in St Andrew’s Cathedral. 

 

Father Lubomyr Pidluski is organising a 

meeting with AUGB Chairman and a few 

others during December/January to dis-

cuss amongst several church matters, 

setting up a new church committee. 

Volunteers are requested from through-

out Scotland. 

 

 

POW Chapel, Lockerbie 

 

The ‘Friends of the Ukrainian POW 

Chapel Lockerbie’ are presently in the 

process of drafting the constitution for 

the Church, alongside the help of SCVS, 

and this is almost ready for submission to 

OSCAR, which will hopefully enable fund-

ing for the chapel to enable some essen-

tial improvements and also to up-

grade/replace the visitor centre. 

 

In order to raise awareness of the 

Chapel, there was a “doors open” day 

help over a weekend in September. This 

was very successful and had over 100 

visitors over the 2 days, registering a 

strong interest in the Chapel, as well as 

some fundraising from a stall selling tra-

ditional Ukrainian crafts. 

 

 

Church Services 

 

In addition to the weekly mass in St An-

drew’s Church on Dalmeny Street, ser-

vices are also held as follows: 

 

 First Sunday of every month at 

the POW Chapel in Lockerbie at 

4pm 

 

 Third Sunday of every month in 

Our Lady and St Andrew’s Church 

in Galashiels at 3pm 

 

 Forth Sunday of every month at 

St Andrews Cathedral in Dundee 

at 4pm. 

Church Notices 

Members of the Chapel Committee 

Secretary—Alex Kuryluk 

T) 0131 447 1227 

E) alex.kuryluk@btinternet.com 

 

Treasurer—Michael Kerr 

T) 07985 627 828 

E) mkerr85@gmail.com 

 

Social Co-ordinator—Senia Urquhart 

T) 0131 449 6365 

E) senia@hotmail.com 

 

Librarian—Petro Kormylo 

T) 07979 274968 

E) P.Kormylo@ltscotland.org.uk 

E) kormylo.pl@btinternet.com 

 

House Admin—Dmytro Czyz 

T) 0131 556 7622 

 

Committee Members 

Lesia Demianczuk 

E) lesiademianczuk@btinternet.com 

 

AUGB Edinburgh 

14 Royal Terrace, Edinburgh, EH7 5AB 

T) 0131 556 7622 

E) edinburghukrainians@btinternet.com 

 

Chairman—Michael Ostapko 

T) 01383 410 205 

E) ostapko@btinternet.com 

 

Deputy—Donald Urquhart 

T) 0131 449 6365 

E) Donald_u@yahoo.com 

Club & Committee Contact Details 



 

For another consecutive year, the Edin-

burgh branch of the AUGB held a very 

successful Christmas Dinner on Friday 

7th January at the Royal Terrace Club. 

After the traditional mass at the Dalmeny 

St church which was well attended, 

members of the club moved up to the 

club for the meal. 

Guests at the club included Father 

Lubomir Pidluski who gave the traditional 

blessing, the Consul General, Mykhailo 

Osnach and his wife, the Vice Consul, 

wife and children. Jim Gillies from 

Friends of Ukraine Scottish Foundation, 

who was awarded a medal last year by 

the Ukrainian Government for his fund-

raising and charitable works for Ukrain-

ian Orphanages. 

For the meal there was 70 guests present 

and a traditional Ukrainian menu of 

Kutyia, Borscht, Baked Salmon mousse, 

Holopchi, Varenyk, was served, followed 

by Trifle and Cream with Coffee/Tea and 

drinks served afterwards by the 11 Vol-

unteer women who worked well and also 

sang a few carols. 

Tickets were also used for a prize draw 

and raffle. Funds raised were donated 

towards celebratory ‘bricks’ for the 

cathedral in Kyiv, as well as for much 

needed repairs and renovations for the 

Club. 

After the meal members retired down-

stairs for a few refreshments and a 

catch-up after the festive season. 

The committee would like to extend a 

very appreciative thank you to all the 

women who worked hard both prepar-

ing the food, and serving on the day, 

and would like to thank all those who 

attended and made the day a success. 
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Ukrainian Christmas Celebration 

Members of the Head Table 

The Consul, Mykhailo Osnach 

Members of the Club 

The Hall during the meal 


