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                Leith Churches Together
CONSTITUTION OF LEITH CHURCHES TOGETHER
(formerly Leith Council of Churches)
As last amended 2008

1. Name.  The Council shall be called ‘Leith Churches Together’ (LCT).  
2. Basis.  The basis shall be that of a fellowship of local Christian organisations which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil together their common calling to the glory of the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

3. Association.  Leith Churches Together will be associated with ACTS (Action of Churches Together in Scotland).

4. Objects. 

(a) To encourage and enable the Churches and other Christian bodies represented on Leith Churches Together to grow together and so more effectively to witness to Christ in the Community, serving it in His name.

(b) To give expression to their common faith and commitment to Jesus Christ.

(c) To encourage and publicise any ecumenical activity planned between any congregations of differing denominations within LCT. 
5. Powers. Leith Churches Together shall have powers to:

(a) Raise funds and invite and receive contributions, provided that in raising funds LCT shall not undertake any substantial trading activities and shall conform to any relevant requirements of the law.
(b) Employ such staff as are necessary for the proper pursuit of the Objects, and make all reasonable and necessary provision for payment of salaries, and agreed travel and out of pocket expenses.
(c) Appoint any such Committees as LCT may think fit.
(d) Do all such other lawful things as are necessary for the achievement of the Objects.

6. Membership. Leith Churches Together shall consist of:

(a) All the ministers of each local church and the leaders of Christian bodies in the area which desire to share in the work of LCT and which accept the Objects as stated in this Constitution.

(b) Five lay representatives of each participating body.  (It is desirable that these represent the governing body, the women’s and youth work, and overseas missionary interest).

(c) Members co-opted by LCT as it judges necessary (not exceeding one-third of the total).

7. Officers.  The Officers shall be a Chair and Vice-Chair who shall normally hold office for two years.  An Honorary Treasurer and an Honorary Secretary shall be elected at the annual meeting. Holders of Honorary posts need not be members of Leith Churches Together.  However, anyone employed by LCT cannot hold any post other than Honorary Secretary.  All office bearers shall be eligible for re-election. 

8. Meetings. Leith Churches Together shall hold an Annual Meeting at which accounts shall be presented, officers elected and annual reports submitted, and other meetings as required.

9. Executive. Leith Churches Together shall appoint annually an Executive Committee consisting of the office bearers of LCT and representatives from each of the member bodies.  Normally each church would be represented on the Executive Committee by its minister/priest and one lay person.  The Executive Committee shall have the power to co-opt as necessary.  The quorum shall be five.

10. Voting. All LCT meeting decisions shall be made by majority vote, the Chair having a casting vote and no deliberate vote.  At Executive Committee meetings, each member of the Executive shall have a vote and the Chair a casting vote only.  

11. Finance.  

(a) Each participating body shall be asked to contribute to the expenses of Leith Churches Together, with differential rates for smaller and larger bodies.  The rates shall be amended as seems appropriate by LCT.   

(b) LCT shall operate a bank account in its name into which all monies shall be paid.  Cheques drawn on this account and other accounts shall require the signatures of any two from those approved by LCT.  

(c) The Executive Committee may sanction expenditure out of the funds of LCT.  

(d) Accounting records shall be maintained, and audit arrangements made, as if the organisation were a registered Scottish charity.

12. Amendments to the Constitution.  LCT shall have the power to amend the Constitution, but any proposed amendments shall be submitted to the member bodies giving two months’ notice.  No amendment is to be passed without a two-thirds majority vote of those present.

